distance-to-road measure is particularly helpful in estimating the lateral reach and Imposed fragmentation of the landscape is generally detrimental to NORM ED measures human-induced fragmentation by roads and ignores other fragmentation types, including natural fragmentation. Because roads are the most common source of human-induced fragmentation, NORM ED impacts on a national scale and a basis for comparing landscape patterns manipulated by humans to natural patterns.
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coupled.
As the road coupling to demographic and economic Their study ahead.
Source Data and its Limitations
for the 2000 census. The origins of the data range from pre 1990 USGS quadrangle maps at 1:100,000-scale to this is the most current dataset publicly of the United States.
The centerfold map does not depict DTR county boundaries; among these white county boundaries and are depicted in DTR colors. The documented approximately 1% of the land area of the United States, roughly the area of South Carolina.
More Information
Roads are the circulatory system of our culture. 
U.S. Department of the Interior
The USGS Geographic Analysis and developed a national, high resolution dataset that gives the distance to the nearest road every 30 meters across the This work provides the first unified national picture of roadless space, vehicular accessibility,
The new dataset is the first member of the National Overview Road Metrics (NORM) family of road related indicators. road, and is given the compound name viewed and downloaded from the transportation section of the web viewer http://nationalmap.usgs.gov.
states is made up of 8.7 billion values.
The road network of the United States is one of the largest human constructions million miles of mapped roads, plus many additional utility roads, 4-wheel-drive trails, and private routes. roads and their rights-of-way occupy They are used to bring raw materials to processing sites, to distribute their schools, workplaces, jobs, and
The value of roads is reflected in the significant size of the economic sectors-energy, automotive manufacturing, mining, and construction, among others-that support their building The U.S. road network is little studied as an integrated object. relationships between the network and The alternating valleys and ridges of the Appalachian Mountains create a pattern of blue (valleys) and A broad swath of blue-green covers much of the arid lands of the West, from the sand hills of Nebraska to the deserts of Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, and southeastern Here agricultural productivity is low, and economic motivation for building a dense road network is generally Across the Interior West, where higher road densities (blue or yellow) occur, there is an association with water availability for agriculture (along the Rio Grande in New Mexico, for example), natural resource extraction, or dense of severe accessibility issues. 
